
 MAY 4, 2020 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

OF SOUTH LYON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
DISTRICT #63-240 COUNTIES OF 

OAKLAND, LIVINGSTON AND WASHTENAW 
HELD VIRTUALLY IN SOUTH LYON COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT  

 
CALL TO ORDER 
President Hanshaw called the May 4, 2020 virtual regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Anthony Abbate, Randy Clark, Craig Dashner, Carrie Hanshaw, Eric Kennedy,  
 Jennifer Urtel, Dan Schwegler 
Absent: None 
 
Administration Present: Dr. George Heitsch, Interim Superintendent  
  Lisa Kudwa, Asst. Superintendent 
  Ben Kirby, Asst. Superintendent 
  Stacy Witt, Asst. Superintendent 
Administration Absent: None 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Board, administration and the audience joined in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Ms. Hanshaw offered an opportunity for public comments.   

• Donna Jakubik – Ms. Hanshaw read Ms. Jakubik’s concern on professional learning 
communities specifically in the math department. Ms. Jakubik felt there was a lack of 
consistency between the two high schools and even between teachers in the same building 
regarding common assessments and allowable supports as calculator use.  This was also her 
family’s experience in the middle school. 
 
(Ms. Hanshaw and Dr. Heitsch both thought this may have been a question for the 
superintendent candidates.) 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Moved by Mr. Kennedy, supported by Mr. Clark to approve the agenda as presented.  

Roll Call: Ms. Hanshaw-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes, Mr. Dashner-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes, Mr. Clark-yes,  
  Mr. Schwegler-yes, Ms. Urtel-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 



May 4, 2020  Page 2 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
Moved by Mr. Clark, supported by Ms. Urtel to approve the following minutes: 

• April 20, 2020 – Regular Meeting 

• April 23, 2020 – Special Meeting 

• April 27, 2020 – Special Meeting 

• April 28, 2020 – Special Meeting 

• April 29, 2020 – Special Meeting 

• April 30, 2020 – Special Meeting 
 

Roll Call: Ms. Urtel-yes, Mr. Schwegler-yes, Mr. Clark-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes, Mr. Dashner-yes,  
  Mr. Kennedy-yes, Ms. Hanshaw-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 
 

BOARD POLICY/REGULATION ADOPTION – SECOND READING 
Mr. Kirby explained that the Board of Education decided on December 3, 2018 to partner with 
Lusk & Albertson to create District Board Policies and Administrative Regulations.  The Policy 
Committee has been working with Kevin Sutton to create the policies and Administrative 
Regulations for the District.  The committee has been reviewing and revising both documents since 
the decision was made in December 2018.  When members were absent from committee 
meetings, they had an opportunity to meet and provide their input for consideration.  These 
policies and regulations were reviewed on April 20, 2020 for a first reading and there were no 
requests for revision.  The Board will need to select Option 1 or Option 2 for Policy 0003.  Mr. Kirby 
recommended the adoption of the Board Policies and Administrative Regulations as written, with 
Option 1 for Policy 0003, being selected.  These policies and regulations would be effective July 1, 
2020. 
 
Moved by Mr. Clark to approve the adoption of the Board Policies and Administrative Regulations 
as written using Option 2. 
 
There was no support for this motion. 
 
Ms. Hanshaw asked for a new motion. 
 
Moved by Mr. Abbate, supported by Mr. Schwegler to approve the adoption of the Board Policies 
and Administrative Regulations as written using Option 1 for Policy 0003. 
 
Roll Call: Ms. Hanshaw-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes, Mr. Dashner-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes, Mr. Clark-yes,  
  Mr. Schwegler-yes, Ms. Urtel-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 
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OAKLAND SCHOOLS 2020-21 BUDGET RESOLUTION 
Ms. Witt explained to the Board that school districts are required by state law to pass a resolution 
expressing their support for or disapproval of the proposed Intermediate School District budget.  
She asked the Board to approve the resolution in support of the Oakland Intermediate School 
District 2020-21 Proposed Budget as presented. 
 
Moved by Mr. Dashner, supported by Mr. Kennedy to approve the resolution in support of the 
Oakland Intermediate School District 2020-21 Proposed Budget resolution as presented. 
 
Roll Call: Mr. Abbate-yes, Mr. Dashner-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes, Ms. Hanshaw-yes, Ms. Urtel-yes,  
  Mr. Schwegler-yes, Mr. Clark-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 
 

PROPOSED NEW HIGH SCHOOL COURSE – MARKETING 
Ms. Kudwa explained to the Board that this is a new business elective course.  Marketing is 
proposed for upperclassmen at both high schools.  The Marketing course is being added to 
increase our business elective offerings, and students in the course will be tasked with running the 
school stores.  The course Entrepreneurship is a prerequisite for the Marketing course. 
 
The course was created by business teachers Brenda McCloskey and Mike Fabry. 
 
Two days a week, the entire class will meet in the classroom to study units such as an Introduction 
to Marketing, Ethics in Business and Marketing, Market Research, Consumer Behavior, Products, 
Promotions, Distribution, Digital Marketing and Social Media Marketing.  In addition to units of 
study, the students will run the school store on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  The class will 
be divided into two groups, with each group running the store during one lunch period and then 
continuing their course work independently during another lunch period.  The students and 
teacher will rotate between the three lunch periods so that the store is open three days a week, 
two out of every three weeks, for students in each lunch period. 
 
The course will be offered to 11th and 12th grade students beginning in the 2020-21 school year.   
 
Ms. Kudwa thanked Brenda McCloskey and Mike Fabry again for their work in creating the course. 
 
The proposed Marketing course will be brought to the May 18th Board of Education meeting for 
approval. 
 

TEXTBOOK PURCHASE FOR MARKETING COURSE 
Ms. Kudwa explained that as part of the implementation of the new Marketing course, the 
teachers have selected a textbook for purchase.  The textbook, Mod Marketing will be available as 
an online textbook, with one license per student.  She noted that they can receive a free PDF of 
the textbook from the publisher to print for any student who is unable to access the online 
textbook. 
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Ms. Kudwa noted that the teachers who created the Marketing course were very happy with the 
interactive format of this textbook as well as the social media marketing simulation that is 
included. 
 
Based on the teacher review of the materials, they are recommending the textbook purchase from 
Stukent for use in the Marketing course, beginning in the 2020-21 school year for a total five-year 
cost of $9,486.00. 
 
The committee’s recommendation was shared with Curriculum and Communications Committee 
last month. 
 
This item will be brought back to the May 18 board meeting. 
 

SHIFT OF SWIM UNIT FROM FOUNDATIONS OF HEALTH AND FITNESS COURSE TO HEALTHY LIFE 
HABITS COURSE  
Mrs. Kudwa explained to the Board that our high school students participate in a three-week swim 
unit of study in the PE courses.  Currently, that unit falls within the fall semester Foundations of 
Health and Fitness course.  PE staff from both high schools are seeking approval to shift the unit to 
the spring semester Healthy Life Habits course. 
 
This change allows for additional time in the Foundations course for content such as HIV/AIDs 
prevention, drug, alcohol and tobacco awareness, basics of fitness and nutrition benefits of 
physical activity and stress management and mental wellness. 
 
Within the Healthy Life Habits course, the unit would provide an additional example of a 
cardiovascular, low impact, lifelong fitness activity. 
 
The recommendation was shared with the Curriculum and Communications Committee in April 
and will be brought back to the May 18 Board of Education meeting for approval.   
 

LEGISLATION 
Dr. Heitsch indicated that there is not much action going on in legislation right now.  He took this 
opportunity to provide an update to the Board. 
 
He noted that in the next 6 – 8 weeks, it may feel unusual to them to approve a marketing course, 
which is important to a high school student in a declining revenue environment.  He emphasized 
that it is the right thing to do to purchase the textbooks for the Marketing course, and it’s the right 
thing to provide that opportunity to our students as we figure out ways to balance the budget.  He 
noted we are anticipating significantly less revenue from the State to help us fund schools across 
the state of Michigan next year.  They were informed last week to expect a range of what might 
not be available for our funding next year, and that range started with a cut of $200 per pupil and 
went up to $625.  He stated that Administration is working on those scenarios internally right now  
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to help guide the Board’s decision making between now and June.  They still have an expectation, 
and they think the State will maintain that expectation that they will have a budget by the end of 
June.  Those numbers will be fluid and probably soft from the State of Michigan through the 
summer.  The State may provide some guidance at the May 15 Revenue conference.  It will be an 
awkward and unusual budget cycle to go through, but a necessary one for them to protect the 
instructional program for the students and protect the system viability by maintaining a 
reasonable fund balance that they’ve worked hard to build up over the last few years and best 
serve families. 
 
He shared a few highlights with the Board. There was a Food Service Hero celebration last Friday 
that acknowledged staff members who have worked extremely hard to help feed our families.    
There was a Teacher Appreciation Day celebrated this week.  He also congratulated the Board for 
getting through the Board/Administrative Policy guidelines.  It will be in place for the transition of 
the new superintendent.   
 

CITA COMMENTS 
There were no CITA comments. 
 

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Ms. Hanshaw acknowledged the following board committee reports: 

• Legislative – Virtual meeting is scheduled Wednesday evening. 

• Policy – They have not met recently. 

• Finance – They have had a couple meetings.  The budget is pivoting as they get different types 
of information.  They are working with the Business office to get a draft budget together 
before the end of June so that they will be in compliance for next year. 

• Facilities Planning – No recent meeting. 

• Curriculum & Communications – No recent meeting.  Ms. Kudwa shared information at this 
evening’s meeting, 

 

OTHER 
Ms. Hanshaw provided an update regarding the Superintendent Search.  She indicated they have 
narrowed it down to two candidates and will conduct final interviews on Tuesday, May 5.  Mr. 
Archibald is scheduled at 6:00 p.m., and Dr. Outlaw is scheduled at 7:10 p.m.  There will also be 
virtual question and answer community forums on Wednesday, May 6 with Mr. Archibald and on 
Thursday, May 7 with Dr. Outlaw.  The administrator group is scheduled from 3:30 – 4:30 p.m.                
each day, staff group from 4:45 – 5:45 p.m. each day and community members at 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
each day.  Informational links can be found on the district website for questions so that they can 
be submitted ahead of time.  Feedback forms will also be available on the website.  The resumes 
of both candidates will be added to the website. 
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REPORTS 

• South Lyon Educational Foundation – The Grub Crawl is currently scheduled in May, but it may 
have to be delayed.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Ms. Hanshaw offered a second opportunity for public comments.  There were no further 
comments.  
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
There was no correspondence for Ms. Hanshaw to acknowledge. 

 

MEETING DATES 
Ms. Hanshaw noted the following meeting dates: 

• May 5, 2020, Special Meetings, begin @ 6:00 p.m. & 7:10 p.m. (Finalist Interviews) 

• May 6 & 7, 2020 South Lyon Stakeholder Q & A with Finalists 

• May 18, 2020, Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m. (Superintendent Selection) 

• June 1, 2020, Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m. (Board action to hire new Supt.) 

• June 15, 2020, Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 

BOARD COMMENTS 

• Mr. Clark shared kudos to the groups who helped with food service.   He also questioned if the 
public comments made during the superintendent interviews and emails sent to the Board 
would be attached to the minutes as part of the public record.  Ms. Hanshaw stated the public 
comments would be attached, but she would have to check further on emails to the Board, as 
that is not a normal practice. 

 

• Mr. Dashner wished all the teaching staff a Happy Teacher Appreciation Week!  He also echoed 
Mr. Clark’s comment regarding food service.  He commented that he hopes the budget cuts 
will not be as bad as projected right now.  

 

• Ms. Urtel wished a Happy Teacher Appreciation Week to all teaching staff. She hoped they 
enjoyed all the messages on Facebook and all the fantastic pictures she’s been seeing.  She 
offered kudos to the food service staff.  Keep your fingers crossed that we will get back some 
normalcy in the next few weeks.  

 

• Mr. Kennedy echoed everyone else’s comments on food service, teachers, parents, students.  
Everyone stay safe and keep making good decisions!  
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• Ms. Abbate thanked the food service staff.  He thanked the staff who are keeping learning 
going during these tough times.  He also thanked the students and their families with trying to 
keep up with our teachers as best they can.  He encouraged the community in becoming 
involved in these forums.  We have two very good candidates and the Board would love to get 
their feedback.  He also thanked Mr. Kirby for his leadership in the policy renovation.  He is 
appreciated.  

 

• Mr. Schwegler echoed everyone else’s comments.  He thanked Mr. Kirby, Ms. Witt and Ms. 
Kudwa for their department information that was provided at tonight’s meeting such as hard 
work with the budget, updates on policy language and to see new offerings for our students.  
He also thanked food service and the teachers who are the foundation and the backbone of 
the district.  

 

• Ms. Hanshaw echoed the sentiments of everyone especially to the teachers this week.  She 
thanked the Board itself.  The superintendent search process is very difficult and very 
important.  She knows that everyone on the Board is doing their best for this district, and she 
is grateful for that.    

 

ADJOURN 
Moved by Mr. Dashner, supported by Ms. Urtel to adjourn the meeting at 7:27 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: Ms. Hanshaw-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes, Mr. Dashner-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes, Mr. Clark-yes,  
  Mr. Schwegler-yes, Ms. Urtel-yes.   Motion carries 7 – 0. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Anthony Abbate, 
Board Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 


